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August2004 M essage From the TF Commander

Dear Geronimo Families,

By thetimethisNewd etter ispublished, many of youwill have
dready beenreunited with your loved onesafter ten monthsof separation.
Whilethetimehasbeen difficult for each of usinour ownways, | must
compliment our soldiersand our familieswiththeincredibleteamwork,
sacrifice, and salflessserviceinwhich our missonwasaccomplished. Let
therebeno mistake, wecould not have accomplished our missonwith
the huge success and accol adeswithout the bedrock support of our

familiesandloved ones. Eachof you directly contributedtothe

¢ successof our missoninthisvery important roleinthe Globa

- War onTerror.
Whilewe have been gone, | know each family member or loved one hasgrown,
changed, and matured intheir ownways. Each of you have become moreindependent, more
focused, developed lifelong rel ationshipswith friends, and many other life changing aspects.
Your deployed spouse has experienced many similar changes. Intheir cases, they may have
developed lifelong bondswith their fellow team or squad members. They have shared many
stories, dangerous moments, and numerous hardships. Asweall dowly integrate back to our
norm, be patient and understanding, your relationshipwill only be stronger.

Thiswill bemy last | etter asthe Commander of Task Force1-501 PIR. Ginaand | havetruly
been blessed to work with such professiond soldiersand wonderful families. Weareastronger
Chapl ain 4 teambecauseof everything our familiesand troopershave accomplished together. | wouldliketo

persondly thank each of our FRG leederswhoseHercul ean effortsensured each Geronimo family
waswell informed and assi sted when need arose. We have suffered e evenwounded in combat;
but, every Geronimowho deployed to Afghanistaniscoming home. Our troopersdisciplineand
prowessmadethispossible. Pleasebe safe and enjoy amuch deserved Block Leave.

Our sarvicewith the Geronimo Troopersand Familieswill beoneof our fondest memories.
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Tricons re placed on a new jingle truck when the origi- A rest stop on the way to Bagram Air Field, gives Soldiers a chance to
nal truck broke down just as the sun set. stretch their legs and drivers to check their jingle truck’s brakes.
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At Bagram, Spc. Bryan Murphy lifts tricons off the trucks.

- Spc. Christopher Trinidad listens to music as he
Soldiers crowd around a laptop to watch a movie. cleans the tube of his 8lmm mortar.




Spc. Glen Bucy, along with an MP customs officer checks Soldiers use teamwork to make sure that there is no caked on dirt,
the bottom of an HMMWYV before packaging it for shipment. which could transport bugs back to the US, beneath their HMMWV.

A Geronimo gets rained on as he cleans the undercarriage.

A paratrooper uses a high-pressure hose to ensure the
engine is dirt and grease free before it is shipped.

After blocking the HMMWVs tires, a
Soldier ratches the tie-down straps.

An inventory must be filled out
of all items going in the tricons.

After clearing customs a HMMWYV is packed into a milvan.



| Chaplain’s Corner |

Greetings Geronimo families. Itishardto believethat nine months have
nearly elapsed and that the Geronimoswill soon be back in Alaska—wherethey
belong! Evenasl write, the preparationsfor redeployment are many and ongoing.
And while daunting and even tedious, every Geronimo isanticipating completing
our mission here and being reunited with their families.

| cannot beginto tell you how honored | have been to serve with your hus-
bands (and wives!) during Operation Enduring Freedom. | have watched people grow
inanumber of ways, spiritually, emotionally, intellectually, and professionally. The pride
that | feel to have served with the Geronimosisamost indescribable. The Geronimo reputation through-
out the Afghanistan Theater, even the Army, has been of noblest esteem. Even other chaplains passing
through havereinforced thisnotion. Again, | have been very proud of what each Geronimo has accom-
plished during our timein Afghanistan.

| also want to take amoment and express appreci ation to you—the spouses—that have survived this
deployment. Many of you have endured and succeeded far more than you would give yourself credit for.
Doctor’s appointments, grocery shopping, soccer practice, automobilerepairs, taking out the garbage,
cooking for thefamily minusoneday in and day out, cleaning the house, paying the bills, making deci-
sionsthat you would rather have had help with or not made at all, and thelist goeson. Thethought strikes
methat while every Geronimo will come home wearing acombat patch and many will havereceived
awards, our spouses and families arethe real heroes—at | east to us you are—and you are the onesthat
deservean award. Thank you for your sacrifice and your dedication to support usin our mission here.

Lastly, | would publicly thank God for His providential care and protection over the 501 during
our deployment, aswell asthe privilegeto serve and pastor them. | would sharetwo verseswith you that
sum up my vantage point of our successaswell, “1 do not trust in my bow, my sword does not bring me
victory; but You (God) give usvictory over our enemies, you put our adversariesto shame” (Psalm 44:6-
7). We havefought an enemy herethat hasfrankly not wanted to fight. They have showed cowardice when
they have fought attempting to avoid adirect fight with the Geronimos. Bethat asit may, we have not only
succeeded in our mission but have experienced God' s grace and protection day in and day out. And aswe
approach the end of thisdeployment, | would encourage you to continueto pray with methat every
Geronimo arriveshome safely and unharmed.

Again, thanksto every Geronimo and to every Geronimo family that has served whether here or
back at home. You have served with honor and distinction, and it ismy privilegeto bethe Geronimo
chaplain. God blessyou all.

For God & Country,
ChaplainBradLee



