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Geronimos heIpAfghansto vote

Saff Sgt. Jeff Troth

TheAfghanistan people
who suffered 23 years of
oppression and forced
|eadership under the So-
vietsand Tdiban arefindly
getting the opportunity to
usetheir voice. They are
using it to rebuild their
country.

Oneof thebuilding blocks
inthereconstruction of Af-
ghaniganisvotingfor anew
government. Beforeanew
president and his cabinet
can be voted into office,
people have to be regis-
tered.

Remnantsof the Taliban
regime, whichwasdriven
out of power in late 2001,
have vowed to derail the
election process. To help
keepthesemilitantsincheck
in thisregion, Geronimos
make weekly visitsto the
regidrationstes.

“Mogt of thesteshaven't
had any issues,” sad2ndLt.
John Campbell, Company
B’s 2nd platoon |eader.
“Someof thesiteshad Tdli-
ban or ACM activity inthe
areaprior to thevoter reg-
istration, but not sincethey
have been set up.”

In the Khowst area, as

throughout Af-
ghanistan,
there have
been“night let-
ters” dropped
off containing
threats against
anyone who
works for the
election pro-
cess.

The Taliban
and al-Qaeda
have not made
their presence
known here as
they have in
other areas of
Afghanistan,
where there
have been rocket attacks
onthe UN-led registration
Sites.

Theldamic Transitiona
Government of Afghanistan
hasinvited United Nations
Assistance MissioninAf-
ghanistan (UNAMA) to
assistintheadministration
of the elections and the
registration of all eligible
Afghan citizens. The Coa-
lition Forces and the
United States are not in-
volved in voter registra-
tion, but will continueto
provide security of all Af-

ghancitizens.

According to Campbell,
whenheand hismengoto
thevoter registration sites
they are checking on a
number of thingstoinclude
the number of voterswho
haveregistered andif there
have been any issues.
What they havefoundisa
positivereaction fromthe
Afghans.

Thevotewasoriginally
scheduled for thismonth, but
was delayed to give more
time for the country’s 10
milliondigiblevoterstoreg-

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jeff Troth

During a visit to a voter registration site in downtown Khowst, 2nd Lt.
John Campbell, Co. B, talks with Mhuyodaen Dine about how the site was
going. In the week and half that the site had been open more than 15,000
people had registered at his site, which is located at a boy's school.

ister, 4 million— one-third
of them; women — have
done so already. An aver-
age of 90,000 peoplereg-
ister each day accordingto
theUNAMA.

A person must be of Af-
ghanistan descent (either
mother or father Afghani),
and be 18 by the day of
theelectioninorder toreg-
ister.

So far in the Khowst
area 76,000 Afghanshave
registered. According to
Campbell the siteschange

SeeVOTE page 4
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SalernoHappenings

Finance/Postal are Here For Good
Finance and postal Soldiers have arrived at FOB Salerno.
Thefinanceofficeistemporarily located intent OG4 andis
open 0430z to 0930z Monday to Sunday. The post office
will soon open in the building next to the PX. Watch for
flyersfor their grand opening and hours of operations.

TheWorld

Bill To Repeal Gl Bill Enroliment Fee
United States Representative Vic Snyder introduced a bill
last Thursday that would repeal the $1,200 Active Duty
Montgomery Gl. Bill enrollment fee. Currently, persons
participatinginthe Gl. Bill havetheir basic pay reduced by
$100 per month for thefirst year. Congressman Snyder’s
legidation, The Fairnessin Veterans EducationAct (FIVE)
of 2004, would significantly ater thispay system. Currently,
theGl. Bill paysenlisteesupto $985 per month for full time
educational training. The benefit may be used any time up
to 10 years after release from active duty, but in order to
participate, enlistees must pay an “enrollment fee.” Ac-
cording to Congressman Snyder, this fee is particularly
burdensome for young servicemembers who are just be-
ginning their careersinthemilitary.

Dancing Saddam a Baghdad best-seller

Iragis used to dance to his tune, but in Baghdad toy
shops a chubby, gun-toting Saddam Hussein doll now
wiggles his hipsto the “Hippy Hippy Shake.”

Toy stores around Baghdad are doing a quick trade in
thefoot-high, battery-powered dolls of the former presi-
dent, which swing their hips to cheesy pop music. The
likenesses of Saddam are decked out with hand grenades,
daggers, awalkie-talkie, binocularsand an AK-47.

Mailman reportedly will retire

A source close to Karl Malone said Wednesday the future
Hall of Fameforwardwill retire. Thedecisonwouldend a
19-year career for Malone— 18 withthe Utah Jazz and one
withtheL.A. Lakers— and |eave him asthe second-lead-
ing scorerin NBA history with 36,928 points. Only Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar hasmore (38,387).

Maloneturns41 on July 24. After anearly injury-freecareer
in Utah, Malone'sfirst season with the Lakerswas marred
by pain. He avoided surgery following a knee injury in
December, but missed 10 weeks of the season. Malone
returned to the lineup in March, but the knee was never
fully sound.

FOB faces

Why is it important to fight for
freedom for others?

It's important because they need to
experience freedom just as much as we
do because some usually don't cherish
itasmuch.

Pvt. First Class Donna Netherton

Co. A, 528th Engineer Battalion

While we often times take our own
freedom as common place, many in the
world have yet to experience the joy of
being able to voice their own opinions.

Spc Scott Weston
Forward Support Company

Some people are incapable of
fighting for themselves, so | feel a
responsibility to step up and do my best
intheir place.

Spc. David Potter

Company A, TF 1-501st PIR

It'swhat Americans do. Asthe
biggest dog on the block, it's our
responsibility to help those that can't
help themselves.

Sgt. Kent Newland

Company A, TF 1-501st PIR

HEY. I HEARD THEY'RE
GORMA BEDEPLOY US

Yeah?

TLL

I M OM THE P

AKD THE PLAME IS
LAMDING.,,

oM LS. SOTL

This is an unofficial Army newsletter, authorized under the provisions
of AR 360-1, and published by the 1/501st PIR Public Affairs Office. Edito-
rial views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army or the 1/501st PIR. All submissions to The
Geronimo are subject to editing.

The Geronimo can also be found at: www.usarak.army.mil/1501.
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Office. DNVT 318-580-3067.
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Lt. Col. Harry C. Glenn IlI
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America’s 228" Birthday
A Time for Reflection

1SG Thomas S. Ballard
HQ Company, TF 1-501st PIR

July the fourth isthe day that our
country’s citizens cel ebrate theinde-
pendence of the 13 coloniesfrom the
reign of King Georgethelll of En-
glandintheyear 1776.

It was on this day at the Pennsylva
nia State House (later renamed
Independence Hall) inthe city of
Philadel phia, Pennsylvania, that 56 men
of the Continental Congress signed the
Declaration of Independenceto
abdicated| tieswith England.

The despotism of King Georgelll
had become so unbearable for the 13
fledgling coloniesthat, armed withthe
belief “that all men are created equd,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienablerights, that
among these arelife, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness,” these coura-
geous souls set out on an undertaking
that would forever change the history
of theworld.

It isimportant to remember that this
country’s independence was not a
permanent reward for the perilous, yet
relatively brief endeavorsof our
ancestorsduring the Revol utionary
War. Our freedom has no guarantee,
and peace is sometimes expensive.

TheRevolutionary War only
allowed usthe opportunity to build and
liveinacountry whereall itscitizens
couldenjoy lifetothefullest. Through
the 228 years of this nation’s existence,
we have fought for our freedoms and
reaffirmed to the world that we stand
behind our forefather’sideals and the
foundationthey laid for us.

From the earliest Revolutionary
Waer battlefiel ds such as Concord,
Yorktown, Monmouth, and Saratoga
this nation was established.

During the War of 1812, Americans
fought at places such as Champlain,
Horseshoe Bend, and Cryder’s farm.

The Mexican-American war
crested battlefields such as Palo Alto,
Vera Cruz, and Cerro Gordo.

Throughout theAmerican Civil War,
we fought for the freedom of a people
and to keep our country united. Great
fields of battle lay scattered across our
country such as Bull Run, Antietam,
Vicksburg, Gettysburg and
Chickamauga serve as reminders of
principles, morasand convictionsgone
astray.

The Spanish-American War
brought Americans face to face with
the enemy in fiercefighting such as
that seen at the Battle of San Juan Hill
inCuba.

The great World Wars | and |1 saw
theAmericansgivetheir dl fighting
across the globe. Places such asthe
Argonne Forest, Verdun, the Marne,
the Battle of the Bulge, Anzio and
Guadalcand till harbor the spiritsof
American soulswho did their best to
keep our world free
from oppression.

In more recent
years we have seen
the Korean War,
the Vietham War,
Desert Storm, Iraq;
Freedom, and
Enduring Freedom
bothinAfghanistan
andthePhilippines.

Let us not forget
lesser known
conflictssuchthe
Dominican Repub-
lic, the Bay of Pigs,
Berut, Grenada,
Panama, Somadlia, Haiti, Rwandaand
Kosovo.

Our country’s existence has not
been easy and there will always be
those who wish us harm. All threats, as
in the past, must be met with dedication
and commitment if we are to keep our
country free. The nature of freedom is
strength.

History isavery interesting subject
inthat it tellsusnot only what hap-
pened yesterday, but dsowhat islikely
to happen tomorrow.

What does this mean to us? Are we
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doomed to meet the same fate as those
before us such as the ancient Egyp-
tians, Aztecs, Mayans, Romans and
many morewel| established societies
like the United States of America?

Historically speaking, our country is
dueto fater. Shocking?

Our country and our government
are at risk every day from outside
forces aswell as those from within.

What will we do to keep our
country and our way of lifeaive? Will
wedo it done? Surely not.

Sincethebeginning of time, man
has found strength in numbers, power
inunity, and mightindiversity.

Our country’senemies no longer
come in force to our shores to wage
war. Our enemies do not wear uni-
forms and they do not fight by a set
doctrine.

They attempt to build influence by
oppression and fear over people who
have no meansto protect and defend
themsalves. It isour duty asaworld
power to assist those less fortunate
thereby helping to liberatethem from
evil aswell asgain
their trust and
confidence asdlies.

When our
service members
engagein combat in
littleknown coun-
triesthroughout the
world, when they
diefor no apparent
reason, America
wonders why.

Onesimply has
tolook intothe
history of America
to see the answer
clearly: We have

no choice.

Onthisday of fedtivity, asyou enjoy
the cookouts, entertainment and
camaraderie, think deeply of what you
actualy celebrate.

Remember those who have pro-
vided you thisopportunity and think of
thosewhowill undoubtedly becalled
upon to take up the torch in the future.

Be proud of the achievements of
the United States of America, under-
stand where we came from, thank God
for your familiesand friends and have
agreat day. America earned it!
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Vot e' Cont. from page 1

location onceall Afghansinthat area
areregistered.

“It will beabig blow to the Tali-
ban to have more than 51 percent
of the peopleregister, to say that they
do not want the old ways,”
Campbell said. His patrols to the
sites show that the United Statesis
committed to Afghanistan and “help-
ing build rapport between our gov-
ernment and theirs.”

Task Force 1-501st PIR isnot the
only onesintheareastrivingtoensure
that democracy flourishesinthisarid
country. Each sitehasarmed guards,
Afghanpoliceaswell aslocd citizens
who do not want to seeanything dis-
rupt the process.

During the G8 Summit, at the be-
ginning of June, Afghan President
Hamid Karzai told world leadersthat

moreNATO secu-
rity forces would
be needed to en-
sureafreeandfarr
election.

On June 15,
President George
W. Bush an-
nounced that the
United Sates help
inbuilding democ-
racy inAfghanigan
will not end when
the elections are
complete. A train-
ing programfor newly-elected Afghan
politicianswill be establishedto help
them better serve those who elected
them.

“You are making a difference
now,” said Mgj. Gen Eric T. Olson,

Photo by Spc. Col by Hover

A banner hangs outside a building marking the women's voter
registration site in Sharkalay. One third of voters are female.

25th Infantry Division commanding
general, told paratroopers of Co. B
prior toaregistrationstevist. “What
you aredoing will befelt for scores
and scores of years by the Afghan
people.”

COMMEMORATIVE GERONIMO SIG P226

* Initial price based
upon demand (op-
tions additional cost)
» Base offer is 9MM
(.357 and S&W 40
option available)

* Purchased online
(date to be deter-
mined), delivered to a

Sigarms dealer of
choice

* No limit to the num-
ber purchased

* Must be 21 years old
to purchase or have
a sponsor purchase
* See your 1SG if in-
terested



Agency Cor rectl ng
Afghanistan M aps

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON -
Mapmakers at the National
Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency have detected errors
in topographic line maps of
Afghanistan and areworking
to correct these mistakes,
agency officialssaid.

The maps are the 1-to-
50,000 ratio charts com-
monly used by infantrymen,
combat controllers and en-
gineers. The problems in-
volve place names in Af-
ghanistan and possibly Paki-
stan, officialssaid. Themaps
were produced since 2002.

Agency spokesman David
Burpee said agency officials
identified instances where
place namesdo not appear on
themaps, and wheretheplace
namesareimprecisday placed
on the maps. Further investi-
gation reveded the agency’s
Geographic Names Data
Base also contains place-
name discrepancies.

The agency discovered the
discrepancies in mid-June.

“Wenotified DoD, Joint Chiefs
of Staff and commercia and
international partners of our
findings,” Burpeesaid.

There have been no reports
of real troubles due to the
place name anomalies, offi-
cials said. They do present
thepotentia for confusion, but
no service member has re-
ported aseriousissuewiththe
maps. In fact, aside from the
place-name discrepancies,
other information onthe maps
- such as grid- coordinate
data, topography and road
networks—“isthe best avail-
able and continuesto be used
by customers,” Burpee said.

The agency aready has be-
gun correcting theerrorsonthe
maps. The first of the revised
maps will be available in
“weeks, not months,” said of-
ficids. Theagency hasformed
a team of anaysts to review
and correct the maps based on
operationd priorities.

The agency will continueto
update users and overseers as
soon as more information be-
comesavailable, officialssaid.
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Rock et
Resear ch

Sgt. First Class Timothy
Andrews, Battery B, 377th
Parachute Field Artillery

Regiment, shoots an
azmuith to determine
where a rocket that

landed on FOB Salerno
was fired from. Staff Sgt.
Michael Eastabrook, Bat.
B, and an Afghanistan
Militia Forces soldier
check the crater for
remains of the rocket.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Jeff Troth

Soldiers, Marines
and Airmen at FOB
Salerno got a
midweek break when
comics on a USA tour
made a stop at the
base. Peter Berman
(right) and Dan
Smith, who have both
been on HBO and
Comedy Central,
entertained the
troops. Their jokes
about trick or treating
in rural Texas and
tailer parks in
Missouri gave the
service members a
chance to relax and
not worry about
patrols (above).

Photos by Staff Sgt. Jeff Troth
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Teamwork key to
mission completion

Task Force 1-501st Parachute Infantry Regiment's
recent mission to stop al Qaedafrom coming across
the Afghani stan/Pakistan border fell to Company A
which sent aplatoon to Border Checkpoint 4. Their
mission would not have been possible though without
the cooperation of al unitsinthe Task Force.

CLOCKWISE FROM
BELOW: Spec. Eddie
Kinsey, Forward Support
Company works on a
HMMWYV at Border
Checkpoint 4. Co. A
Soldiers, HQ Co.
mortarmen and Afghanistan
Militia Force soldiers walk
towards their observation
post on top of the mountain
in front of them. Staff Sgt.
Martin Reinhardt and other
Soldiers transfer MREs and
water to a Co. A vehicle.
Soldiers from Co. B, FSC
and Detachment D pass by
Afghan children during the
resupply mission for Co. A
and Battery B, 377th
Parachute Field Artillery
Regiment, which was set up
to support Co. A with their
105mm howitzers.




CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT: Co.
A Soldiers scan the valley
adjacent to their observation post
after hearing a gunshot. The
single shot was likely a farmer
killing a goat or other livestock,
according to one of the AMF
soldiers. After a night on the
mountain the soldiers head back
towards their vehicles. In front of
them is BCP 4 and Pakistan. The
Geronimos make their way along
a rocky hillside on their way to
their mountain top OP. Battery F,
7th Field Artillery, 25th Infantry
Division have their 120mm mortars
(foreground) set up along the
ridgeline which is BCP 4. Other
task force elements are staged
along the road behind them.
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PHOTOS BY
STAFF SGT.
JEFF TROTH
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If you have a
guestion for
MSG Nord-
strom, drop it
off at the
ALOC.

Dear MSGN

Why do we have stop and yield signs
on Salerno?Aren’'t wein acombat zone?
Sincerely, Stopped on Salerno

Dear SS,

We got them because some people,
OK alot of people on this base do not
have the common sense or courtesy to
give theright of way to other vehicles or
people. Plusif you haven't noticed we
arealittle bit bigger than aforward
operating base nowadays, | guess we
ought to call thisplace SAF (Salerno Air
Field).

MSGN
Dear MSGN

| have heard alot of scampering
around my tent, but when | look outside
all | seeisablur of tan scurrying around
the corner of thetent. Do you know what
is stalking outside my tent?

Signed, Scared of Noises

Dear Scaredy pants

What you are hearing outside your
tent isalizard that was here way
before we got to this beautiful country.

ASK M$G NORDSTROM

Now be careful with these creatures.
You don't want to let them sink their
choppers into you. One bite, and they
can temporarily paralyzesyou. And
from what | hear a couple sergeants
can now be called SGT Stubbs. The

lizard is safe, and full.
MSGN

Dear MSGN
Theother day inthe DFACI

overheard some guys at the next table

saying that our extension was back on. If

thisistrue, why?

Signed, | Wanna Go Home

Dear Whaaaambulance Driver,

Stop listening to rumors. What you
hear inthe chow hall or inthelatrineis
from people that don't have all the facts.
You know who you get your marching
ordersfrom -- your first sergeant.
Disregard anything that does not come
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fromhim. Hewill let you know if our
country still needs us here.

MSGN

Dear MSG Nordstrom,

Why are the steaks at the DFAC not
chewable? | have lost several pounds
due to the lack of edible food.

Signed, Longing for Outback

Dear Picky Eater,

What do you mean the food isn't
edible?| have no problem with the steak
oncel dap in my titanium teeth. This
food is much better than the hard tack we
had when | was aprivate. If you don't
think the DFAC has good food -- eat
MREsthreetimesaday.

MSGN
Dear M SG Nordstrom,

| heard that the Army is activating all
of the Inactive Ready Reserve due to the
operation s here in Afghanistan and Irag.
Isthisgoing to effect my ETS?
Respectfully, Hoping to beaCivilian

Dear Out of Luck,

Herewego withtherumorsagain. |
hope you haven't been spreading that
around, becauseitis not true. | am glad
you came to me for the straight poop.
Not all theIRR isbeing called up, just
about 5,600 of them.

Currently the MOSsthat they are
short on are engineers, logisticians,
medical, transportation and military
police. So if you hold one of these don't
make any long term plans when you get
out.

MSGN

it 4thof JULY
BPL IR O

ESANDO .

KR GD M How many of thefollowing 4th of July canyou
PMSE A locateinthepuzzle?
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