Fort Greely & Delta Junction Community


Welcome to Alaska…..”Home of the “Last Frontier”.  I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the land of never setting suns, incredible scenery and breath taking adventures.  Here in Alaska we have the best of both worlds with 24 hours of daylight in the summer to extreme nighttime in the winter. 

 Most people think of Alaska as all snow, extreme cold and “Polar Bears” on every corner.  Not Quite!!  To be honest, one does not need a calendar to tell when the seasons are changing but one does have to know the sounds of migrating geese flying over.  The geese usually start migrating south around the middle of August, which means winter is just around the corner.  Then around March the geese start to return so one knows it’s time to break out the fishing gear and prepare for combat fishing at it’s best for “King Salmon”.

Alaska is a post card waiting for you to enjoy, just like stepping into a movie scene filled with adventures for the entire family.  Please take this opportunity to read the packet we have prepared for you to make your transition more enjoyable.  I truly hope this packet will be able to answer all, if not most, of your questions.  Once more, on behalf of Fort Greely and the Delta Junction Community, “Welcome to ALASKA”.

POC: Department of the Army Police, Michael W. Mithcell, GS-12,

          Chief of Police, (907) 873-9144

POC: Department of the Army Police, Travis Hoague, GS-11, Deputy Chief of 

          Police, (907) 873-9120

FORT GREELY, ALASKA

Fort Greely is a wonderful place to work and explore the adventures it offers.  It offers hiking trails, bike trails and mountain climbing.  For those who enjoy fishing, Fort Greely offers 25 lakes to choose from.  Most of the lakes are stocked by Alaska Wildlife with trophy trout reaching 28 inches in size and Grayling.  IF you are into hiking and bike riding, then we offer 33-Mile Loop, where one can be challenged by not only the obstacles, but also Alaskan wildlife itself.  So be sure to bring along your camera and take pictures of the great outdoors where the Moose and Buffalo roam freely.  Now if you are lucky you may just see a Brown, Black, or even a Grizzly along the trails or out enjoying the delicious blueberries Alaska has to offer.  (NOTE:  DO NOT STOP TO PET THE WILDLIFE!)

For those who love to hunt, then you’ve come to right place.  Fort Greely offers some of the biggest moose and buffalo Alaska has to offer.  You will find people from all over trying to find that one big one of which tall tales are told.  Just stop by and visit our Wildlife Officers and enjoy hunting. (NOTE:  A Hunters Safety Course is required to hunt Military Lands)  

 Those who race to the top of steep slopes over and falling rocks where the winds reach up to 70mph consider Donnelly Dome a challenge. (Makes for a great photo)  Fort Greely was once a thriving community with soldiers and family members enjoying all its adventures.  

Due to realignment, Fort Greely has limited activities and services.  Some of the things Fort Greely DOES OFFER are:

Commissary

Only active duty, retired, reserve military or DOD civilians whose orders allow commissary privileges are authorized use.  (Several other merchants in Delta Junction sell groceries for all other personnel.)

Dining

Service is expected to be available in September 2002.  Cafeteria-style services will be provided with self-service type of food that will be available. (Fresh fruit, snacks, drinks, yogurt, deli sandwiches, etc.)

Gymnasium

The Gymnasium (bldg# 503) is available for use by GMD personnel and other persons authorized by the installation at no cost.  The gym has exercise equipment, racquetball, basketball, indoor running track and tanning booth.  Operating hours is from 0600 to 0900 and 1500 to 2200 Monday through Friday and 0600 –2200 on weekends.

Personal Mail

Mail will not be delivered to your lodging if you reside on post.  If you choose, you may secure your own Post Office Box at the Delta Junction Post Office.

(The Delta Junction Post Office is located on the east side of the Richardson Highway, about two blocks north of the junction of the Alaska and Richardson Highways. Window service is available Monday through Friday from 9:30 am to 5pm and on Saturday from 10:30 am to 12 noon.)

Lodging

All DOD employees (Fire Depart and DA Police) unaccompanied will be allowed to reside on post in Government quarters.  The quarters are completely furnished to include laundry facilities, televisions, and kitchen appliances, etc.. The cost of the quarters varies from:

     Two Bedroom – double occupancy  -- $325 per person   (no garage) 

     Three Bedroom -- double occupancy -- $500 per person  (with garage for one vehicle)

Each quarters will have a shared living room, kitchen, and dining area.  All persons sharing quarters will be of equal rank or grade.  (Male/male)  (Female /female) 

(Note:  No Family Housing Available at this time)

Accompanied employees must reside in Delta Junction or surrounding areas.

Medical

Medical Emergency call 911

(NOTE: Dialing 911 will NOT work on cell phones)

907-873-fire (3473)

For medical emergencies dial 911 and give the following information to the dispatcher:

1. Name

2. Location of sick or injured party

a. Building No, floor, and room number

3. Type of injury, if known

Do not hang up unless directed so by the dispatcher.  If qualified, you may perform first aid.

Ft. Greely Fire and Emergency Services will respond to all medical emergencies, administer first-aid treatment as necessary and dispatch an ambulance (or other medical transportation as necessary) to the scene to transport the injured personnel to outside hospital(s) for medical treatment.

ACTIVITIES LAND – BASED

Winter

Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing opportunities abound locally.  Soldiers and their families have engaged in these activities for decades in the forests adjacent to the main cantonment area.  The small tracks and trails that fan out like a spider web from the main cantonment area are an excellent place for these activities.  While many people engage in these pastimes at night with perfect safety, it is recommended that you fully orient yourself with your prospective trails during the daytime before trying them at night.

Snow machines offer you the ability to experience some of Alaska’s finest without the physical exertion required for skis and snowshoes.  To prevent accidents between skiers and snow machines, snow machine operators should stay off the trails within a one-mile radius of the main cantonment area.  Snow machine riders should ride on the shoulder of the main roads (thus avoiding all closed-in forest trails) to get outside of the one-mile skier preference area.

A snow machine can get you into the remote backcountry areas with unparalleled ease and speed.  This also means that people can get into trouble in the backcountry with unparalleled ease and speed.  Snow machine operators need to ensure that they are properly prepared for the most common backcountry problems. To that end, here are a few basic pointers:


Ensure that your machine is in good running order and that you have enough clean fuel for the trip out and back, with a reserve.  Plan your turn around point based upon fuel consumption not distances.  A spare drive belt and extra spark plugs are a great idea, as are starting fluid, some basic tools and the knowledge to use them.  Snow machines will get stuck in the snow.  You need something to dig or pull your machine out.

Ensure you have enough survival gear so that if your machine died, you could spend a day or two out on the tundra while help came or you walked out. The buddy system-- two separate machines are good insurance.

 Winter

Most of the local lakes are frozen thick enough to walk on by mid-October and are frozen enough to drive passenger cars on by early November.  A sure sign that the ice is thick enough to drive on is the appearance of the shacks used by ice-fishermen.  Just remember:  If you see the shack, verify the tire tracks and then go where they go.  Despite the large number of frozen lakes, ice-skating on local lakes is not popular. 

The blanket of snow that covers these lakes makes for poor skating.  This is further compounded by the strong winds, which make keeping a lake clear for skaters an all but impossible job. 

Rivers are different.  Some rivers like the Tanana (near the pipeline bridge) and the Clearwater (spring-fed) stay open year round.  Use of any watercraft on these rivers in winter months is extremely dangerous.  Death from hypothermia is all but certain if you fall into the water.  Other rivers, such as the Delta and Jarvis Creek, will freeze solidly enough to allow vehicles and foot traffic.  However, due to a phenomenon know, as “overflow”, these rivers can also be very treacherous in the winter.  Overflow can extend for great distances from the main channel, appearing and disappearing without warning.  Unless you are sure of the river channels and depth of water, it is best to go back the way you came at the first sign of water from overflow on any river.

Summer

Water in Alaska is always cold (hot springs excepted).  Fed by the melting snow and glaciers from the surrounding mountains, water will remain much colder than expected through the summer.  The warm layer of water on the top of area lakes will be at most a foot or so deep.  Do not be fooled by the mild temperature that you may feel from the boat or along the shoreline.  The bone-numbing cold of the water will quickly sap the strength of the strongest swimmer.  Your only hope is to wear a life jacket, regardless of which body of water is involved.


Brown-water rivers (like the Delta and Tanana) contain large amounts of suspended silt (which means zero visibility).  This silt begins to settle out in pockets and other confined spaces, and serves to weigh swimmers down, a further argument for lifejackets.  These rivers, because of their strong current, also carry enormous volumes of wood (trees), which constitute an ongoing hazard to navigation.  It is recommended that inexperienced people stay off these rivers.


Clear rivers, such as the Clearwater, offer much safer boating opportunities.  The fishing, canoeing and scenery are also better.


Area lakes offer excellent opportunities for safe recreation.  A word of caution is necessary regarding the wind, especially on the larger lakes such as Summit, Paxon, Tangles and Fielding: All can become very treacherous when the strong winds begin to kick up.  When on these large lakes, you must remain observant for any changes in the weather and get to shore at the first sign of strong winds.

Delta Junction Community
Big Delta – Delta – or Delta Junction

The name “Big Delta”, as it’s currently used, refers to the residential and farming community located near the confluence of the Tanana and Delta rivers, about nine miles north of Delta Junction. 

Delta Junction is the City itself – once called Buffalo Center. City limits extent to the Fort Greely Military Reservation to just past the Trophy Lodge on the Alaska Highway, to the Mill-Tan Road section line where it crosses Jack Warren Road, and to about Mile 269 on the Richardson Highway across from Alaska 7 Motel. 

The history of the Richardson Highway is rooted in the days of the gold rush. Work was underway in Valdez to establish a trail from that port to Eagle on the Yukon River, so that Americans would not have to pass through Canada to reach the gold camps in the Middle Yukon River area. 

The Alaska State Troopers, under the Alaska Department of Public Safety, provide the only law enforcement in the Delta area. The Delta post includes Four State Troopers and one Fish & Wildlife Protection Trooper.

The District Court handles most routine cases in Delta Junction, where visiting judges from Fairbanks share the bench with the local magistrate. The more serious crimes are referred to the Superior Court in Fairbanks. 

One of the most noticeable landmarks in Delta Junction is the 300-foot microwave tower in the center of town. The land grant for the site where the lower is located was made at the same time the Alaska Highway was built. It served first as a telegraph station, which originated from the work of the famed Billy Mitchell, and was operated by the Army Communications System (ACS). The line was later upgraded to a telephone landline, on poles, which connected all of the major cities in Alaska with the lower 48 states. 

Medical Care

In case of a medical emergency while traveling, contact the Delta Rescue Squad or the Alaska State Troopers by dialing 911.

Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT’s) work on a volunteer basis for round-the-clock calls. Delta Junction has two ambulances and the EMT’s are responsible for ambulance and rescue calls as far south as Dot Lake on the Alaska Highway and from Black Rapids to Salcha on the Richardson Highway.



Family Medical Center is located at Mile 267.2 Richardson Highway and is staffed by a doctor and a variety of other personnel including nurses, lab technologists, medical office assistant, insurance clerk and receptionist. The telephone number for the clinic is 895-5100. 

Educational Information for Delta/Greely Schools

The Delta/Greely School District, Rural Education Attendance Area boundaries encompass what is generally considered to be the entire “Delta area”. Since we are located in an unorganized area, the State of Alaska provides state funding for a free, public education for all students in the area. Directly in the center of the City of Delta Junction, the Delta School houses a Pre-school through 12th grade educational program. Also offering educational opportunities to our students, locally and statewide, is the Delta Charter Cyber School, physically located in a facility directly behind the Delta School. 

Youth sport organizations include the Delta Skating Association, Delta Little League Baseball Association and the Delta Softball Association. The Delta Skating Association sponsors and promotes the activities of ice hockey, figure skating and recreational skating in the Delta community. Meetings are held the second Thursday every month (except May through August) at the rink. For more information, call Kevin Ewing at 907-895-4989 or Jeff Hannan at 907-895-4515. The Delta Little League Baseball Association organizes baseball for area youth from ages 5 to 15. Tee-ball, Minor, Major and Senior League teams play during the season from May to July. Contact Eileen Herman at 907-895-5564. The Delta Softball Association schedules game for girls 8 to 18 years old during the summer. Contact Becky Wilburn at 907-895-5495 for more information. 

Hunting/Fishing Regulations and Licenses

To purchase a resident license, one must be a resident of the State of Alaska for a minimum of one year. Informative regulation booklets, published by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, are available at the ADF&G office at Mile 266.5 Richardson Highway or from license vendors. Regulation books are effective July to June. Licenses for hunting and fishing in Alaska can be purchased from Granite View Sports in Delta.

Hunters and fishermen should take time to familiarize themselves with seasons, bag limits, regulatory areas, and other restrictions pertaining to sport hunting and fishing in Alaska. Strict penalties can be imposed in the event of violation. 

Churches in Delta Junction

There are a number of Christian churches in Delta Junction. Major US denominations are represented here. 

Assembly of God




895-4455

Church at Delta




895-4456

Church of God





895-4349

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

895-4259

Clearwater Baptist Mission



895-4218

Denali Lutheran




895-1910

Delta Presbyterian




895-4322

Delta Christina Center




895-4531

Delta Seventh Day Adventist



895-5135

First Baptist Church




895-4490

Faith Lutheran Church



895-6208

Four Square Gospel




895-4187

Greatland Baptist Church



895-5544

Last Frontier Church




895-4074

Living Word





895-4491

New Hope Community Church


895-5020

Our Lady of Sorrow




895-5232

United Pentecostal Church



895-4975

Deltana Fair is Annual Event

The Deltana Fair is a community-wide small town, country fair involving almost total participation from local residents. Held annually the last weekend in July, activities begin on Friday and continue through Sunday evening with a full schedule of displays, games, events and shows. 

Arts and Crafts

An exciting array of locally produced crafts and fine arts are available from artists in the Delta and Fort Greely community. A surprisingly large number of people have developed their talents, often as a result of hobby pursuits, and offer a wide variety of work ranging from ceramics to woodcrafts and including macramé, painting, photographs, stained glass creations, and needlecrafts. The work of local artists is available in stores and shops and much of it will be on display at the annual Deltana Fair. There are several art show and sale events each year. And the annual Winter Carnival, usually held the first Saturday in December, is a popular event with artists and craftspeople – area residents find it an excellent opportunity to purchase local work to fill their Christmas gift list. 

